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Bishop’s Reflection
John the Baptist, a role model for the Church
of today
In year B of our lectionary our attention is drawn to Mark’s Gospel. Unlike
the other Gospels, Mark starts his narrative by looking back to look forward.
He closes in on a prophecy of the Old Testament by Isaiah, who saw the
coming Messiah. Mark highlights Isaiah’s declaration of the arrival of long
awaited Messiah to the Jewish nation calling it the good news of Jesus Christ
the Son of God.
The announcement was like a break in a barren wilderness, as if rocks and
death were parted and the sound of water flowing was heard. The sound of
one calling in the wilderness, John’s role was more than that of a doting
cousin. His role was to prepare the Jewish people for the coming of Jesus the
Messiah who would release them from the yoke of slavery and would restore
them to God. This message against the backdrop of 400 hundred years of
God’s silence and in the loud dominion of Roman occupation was music to
every Jewish ear. It had the same effect as the trumpets and proclamations of
God people as they went around Jericho’s walls and witnessed them crumble.
However, to a people, downcast and oppressed by foreign conquests and rule,
they had superimposed a Messiah of their own making over the Messiah who
was prophesied. This image of the Messiah who was coming was very
different from the Messiah for whom they were waiting. It was to such a
broken and waiting nation that John was sent, to prepare them for Him for
whom they were waiting. This was a radical shift in the narrative of the time
that the Jewish people were holding on to.
While we live 2000 years later, in our own modernity and geo political
realities, nothing like John’s world and yet, when we think about it, so much
like John’s world.
http://www.dorcop.org
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We are waiting, our eyes set heavenward. But do we, like God’s people in 1st Century Palestine, make
of the return of Christ that which it is not? We have similarities we cannot avoid. The challenge of
preparing God’s people for yet another advent remains, as does the urgency, as does the wilderness
What can we learn from John for our role in pointing the world to Jesus.
John’s Humility
John exhibits to us an example of humility and servanthood. The Spirit of God was at work in John
the Baptist as he allowed his entire life to become a message to point the people toward Jesus.
When he was asked and compared with one of the great prophets of the Old Testament and the
Messiah his reply was “I am not worthy to stoop down and loose his sandal’s strap”. We, too, need
to be aware of our littleness, our inadequacy and our ‘nothingness’ while directing people, but at the
same time trusting the Holy Spirit’s enabling to fulfill his purpose in us and through us. John is bold
in recognizing all that he is not, and all that Jesus is.
John’s Courage
John was a bold and courageous messenger. He was unflinching in his mission, and unflinchingly
modest in the way he dressed, ate and lived. In his boldness ‘he counted not his life worthy’ and was
willing to give it up for speaking the truth about the King’s immorality. He was unafraid to call those
who were hypocrites just that. He was undaunted by the status quo and passionate and completely
consumed with the truth and God’s mission and the Messiah.
In John dwelt these two things so beautifully that they can only be attributed to the work of the Holy
Spirit. The humility to know he was unworthy to untie the sandal straps of Jesus’ feet and the
boldness to baptize him who he thought ought to baptize him.
John’s selflessness
John seemed to have given over to God any evidence of ‘John’. John therefore who we see in the
Gospel is purely a conduit for God’s work and mission. John the man seems to have forsaken all that
is worldly and expected of human ambition and purpose. He has in fact taken on as the foremost
purpose of his life to prepare the way for the Messiah, even unto death.
So do we, a people in waiting, with our eyes fixed to the sky, waiting for the return of Christ, read the
scriptures and prepare for his return. May we do so with boldness, humility, courage and
selflessness. May we persevere and not give up. May we not advocate any other Christ than the Christ
of the Holy Scriptures and may we prepare the nations for the day of the Lord, when Christ will return.
May we be found a worthy bride.
(Excerpts taken from Bishop’s Message at Pre-Lenten Retreat for Diocesan Clergy)
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From Dumping Mound to Peace Garden

Lahore: On 16 December, 2017 the Rt. Rev. Azad Marshall inaugurated the first ever Peace Garden
in Lucie Harrison School. The transformation of the dumping mound into a Peace Garden was one of
the goals of the Climate Action Conference that was held in October 2017.
Twenty years ago the residents living on the compound of the Diocese of Raiwind, Warris Road, began
to use a vacant area of ground as a garbage dumping area. Since there was no alternative
arrangement for rubbish disposal, the dump grew and became a health hazard for Lucie Harrison
School. Smoke from burning garbage, insects and other creatures affected the school staff and
students and others in the vicinity. It ended up in becoming a huge dumping mound inside Lucie
Harrison School, the oldest school for girls in Punjab. The volunteers of the Peacebuilding Department
took the initiative to remove the debris and to replace it with a Peace Garden, hence setting a prime
example for others. Bishop Azad acknowledged the efforts of this young and vibrant group of
volunteers and awarded certificates to them.
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The DoR team, under the leadership of Bishop Azad Marshall, visited Bethel Church
and the affectees of Quetta terrorist attack

On 17 December, terrorists attacked Bethel Memorial Church in Quetta, in which nine innocent lives
were lost and more than 60 injured, most of them seriously. The attack took place during the Sunday
service.
Bishop Azad Marshall, accompanied by Rev Shahzad Gill and Rev Yousaf Samuel visited the Church
and met the Pastor in Charge Revd. Simon Bashir Masih and the affected people. They prayed for
them and the bereaved families.
The team assured the victims of their support and made trauma counselling available to the victims
of the attack. Musical instruments were presented to the Church to replace those that had been
damaged in the attack. St John’s Church, Lahore, has donated an organ for Bethel Church and the
Gulf Churches have sent Rs.50,000 for the Pastor of Bethel.
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On 19 December 2017, a joint Press Conference was convened by the DOR. Religious leaders from
different faith backgrounds gathered at Warris Road in the wake of the horrendous attack on Bethel
Church in Quetta. The religious leaders strongly condemned the terrorist attack and said that all must
stand together and continue to firmly support Pakistan’s efforts to combat terrorism and safeguard
national stability and people’s lives and property.

The Diocese condemns the tragic death of Zainab in Kasur
Zainab, aged 7, was kidnapped on January 4 from near her aunt’s house in Kasur. Her body was
discovered five days later from a garbage pile. The post-mortem report revealed that Zainab had been
raped and then murdered.
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The Diocese of Raiwind immediately held a Press Conference to condemn the heinous act. Bishop
Azad Marshall, Maulana Tahir Ashrafi and Mr. Amarnath Randhawa were present among the along
with many other notable leaders and scholars. Rev. Emanuel Khokhar presided over the Press
Conference. The religious leaders said that they had gathered here to extend their sympathies to
Zainab’s family and to ask the Government authorities to find the culprit and award exemplary
punishment. We have to act promptly to punish the guilty and make sure that our children are better
protected. We as Pakistanis demand justice to be served.

Christmas celebrated in the Diocese
2017 ended on a high note. The season of Christmas was celebrated enthusiastically throughout the
Diocese in an atmosphere of joy. The Churches and Schools were beautifully decorated and the
Christmas tree, with the glowing star on the top and strings of lights, was an attractive sight.
During the month of December different schools, particularly Dar-Ul-Mussarat, Lucie Harrison and
St. Peters School, organized Christmas programs highlighting the Christmas message of love, joy and
peace.
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Diocesan Training Institute
Shortly after taking on the responsibility of the Diocese of Raiwind, the Rt Rev Azad Marshall,
perceived the need to set up a Training Institute in the Diocese. It was envisaged that this Institute
would be a place where seminars, training courses and workshops could be held, especially for the
clergy and teachers of the Diocese could be conducted.
To facilitate the running of these activities, the building would be well equipped and run by qualified
staff.
It is our hope that this Institute will facilitate the Diocese, as it concentrates on capacity building of
its clergy and teachers, to meet its goals.

Diocesan Clergy Health Insurance Plan
After the Rt Rev Dr Azad Marshall was installed as the 3rd Diocesan Bishop in September 2017, he
promised to provide Health Insurance for the clergy and their wives.
True to his promise, a Health Insurance Plan has been introduced and an agreement has been signed
with IGI Insurance Ltd to provide health insurance cover to clergy and their wives.
On 12 January this year, Mr Anmol Khawar and Mr Joseph Victor, both from IGI International, visited
the Diocese of Raiwind to introduce and explain the Insurance Plan. The occasion offered clergy an
opportunity to ask them questions regarding the Plan.
IGI offers a managed care solution. Their Health Insurance Plan covers a vast range of benefits,
ranging from personal health to hospitalization, including pre-and post-treatment and maternity
costs as well as access to the services of IGI Insurance’s own panel of hospitals across Pakistan, health
cards, discount at Pharmacies and Diagnostic Laboratories. Doctors are also available for
consultation on the 24-hour IGI hotline.)
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Christian Education Syllabus
In December 2017 a meeting was held to choose a Bible Curriculum which could be used by all the
Diocesan Schools. The Curriculum prepared by Nirali Kitaben was selected for class 1 – 5. It was
decided that Ms. Rachel Ullmer would oversee the implementation of the course while Mrs Aster
Aslam would be trained as Education Supervisor and Trainer and Training Programs would also be
arranged for the teachers.
Ms Rachel Ullmer and Mrs Aster Afzal are currently working on lesson plans for the schools. The
syllabus is to be implemented from March 2018.

Prayer and Thanksgiving Meeting
On Tuesday, 2nd January 2018 an annual time of Prayer and Thanksgiving was held with all D.R.E.S
staff. Usually, at the beginning of the year this time of Prayer and Thanksgiving is organized by Mrs.
Resha Qadir Bakhsh, Education Coordinator to make a fresh start within the Diocesan Education
System. This year Bishop Azad Marshall, led the Prayer Meeting. In his motivational talk with the
teachers he announced that from now every year a teacher would be selected, based on their
performance, as the Best Teacher of the Year and would be awarded a cash prize. This award is
designed to help teachers to grow in confidence and commitment towards their work.
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2018 - Year against Terrorism and Discrimination
On April 13th, 2017 a young Pashtun Muslim student, Mashal Khan, was murdered brutally by an
angry mob in Abdul Wali Khan University Mardan, Pakistan, over some fake allegations of posting
blasphemous content online. In a tribute to him, the Pakistan Herald Magazine chose him as Person
of the year 2017 and named 2018 as the Year against Terrorism.

While we are remembering the death of innocent Mashal Khan, we should also remember Sharoon
Masih, a young Christian student studying in the Government School, Burewala, who was beaten to
death because he drank water from the same glass as his Muslim classmates. His death was a sign of
the religious discrimination in Pakistan. The Chairman of the Diocesan Education System, Bishop Azad
Marshall, has declared 2018 as the Year against Terrorism and Discrimination. As an educational
Institution we remember both Mashal Khan and Sharoon Masih and collectively condemn social
discrimination and violence.
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